It is problematic to prove whether attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is over-or under-diagnosed. However, a number of international studies have found that the youngest children in school classes are more likely to receive ADHD medication. If true, one credible explanation is that children are being medicated for immaturity. A West Australian study analyzed the use of ADHD medications prescribed through the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme to over 300 000 children, divided into two age bands, 6-10 and 11-15 years.
